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THE FARMER.

Prom the Maine Farmer.
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justics in thess charges ; and if otherwise, ]
offor the amplest assurance that the | compromise, or designation of degrees of

speediest remedies will be provided to re-

drées any just grievances. This action is
necessary in order that no truthful accuse- | hibition of the institution in all the territo-

no excepling, or saving clause ; no line of

latitude, o limit the ares of freedom ; buw
an entire, absolute, and unconditional pro-

mmmm“m tion of @ wilful and wanton breach of the | risq then under the jurisdiction of the Con-

through them?

This question has herstoforecatsed con- | o or invasion of the rights of others,shall
siderable discussion amoag farmers, but | .iq (he socie! histery of Pennsylvamia.

there have been mo very sccurats experr
ments to seitle the question. [tis Bowever
well settled that such kinds of soils are as

The wrongs alieged may be classed as
follows :
First, That the people of the non-Slave-

Constitution, infideity to the National Uni- | gress.

Theact of 1780 bad given motice o
the other States, of the views enleriained
by Penasy!vania, on this important sub-
ject. The ordinance of the 13th July, 17-
87, was conceived in the same spirit, and

eandy and porous do GOl relain mERUTEs |\ ik, Siates have encroached upon the | gave an assurance that the evils of human

so loag, or, in other words, need manuring
oftensr thun thoss which costain a large
quaniity of clay, This may not be owing
10 the manure dissolving by rain, trickling
through the seil, and passing off out of the
way. [Itisa common rematk that warm,
sandy soils feel the masure quicker, and
that the first crop after the manure s ap-
plied is larger than the same manure would
enase, in & rewntive soil, no more fertile
than wae the sandy soil.

In the lust pumber of the Working Far-
mer, the editor has some remarks upon the
subject of rendering sands retentive, by ad-
ding cluy, which we copy inpart. * It is
a common error,” says he, * 1o suppose
that in sandy loatns manures in solution
teach downwards and thus duringa growth
of a single crop a full manuring seems to
pass from the woil. The facts are, that
free sandy loams, when containing ma-
nures plonghed under but a few iaches,
receive the atmosphere, dows, hent ol the
sun, &-., very freely, and hence the ma-
nures are decomposed more rapidly than
they can be decomposed by plants, and
the organic manures pass off into the gae-
eous form and escape into the atmosphere,
while the inorganic porfions in eolstion
sink down to undesirable depths. Tocor-
rect this evil without rendering ibe soil
more difficult to work, we have only to
add large portions of carbonaceous matlers,
such as charcoal dust or tan bark, decom-
posed peat, decompesed sawdwst, burnt
banee, afier being used by the sugar re-
figerics, &e. &c. Any, or all these in-
gredients, will render sandy soils retentive
of manures without altering them inte soils
wore difficult of tillage, and afier a suffi-
ciest quantity of carbonacecus maliers
have been added, they will jast in the soil
Gty years, re-performing their office of re-
taining the gases until wanted for the use
«f plaots, m-nhm-nudn‘"nddu-
ring the whole time will assist in retaining
pew portions of ammonia from the atmos-
phere, which clay alone would not do.  IF
these carbonaceous maticrs be added w0
the manures in compost, they will retain
all their parts which might otherwise be
lost during decomposition ; nor does the
tenefit end here, for if six bushels of com-
mon salt be added 1o the acre,ihe sandy
loam will be rendured sufficiently retentive
of moisture and free from grubs sod wire
werms, nor will the inorganic constituents
of manures filter down and pass beyond
the point of use as resdily as if these ma-
nures were not in the seil.

To prove this fees, Kl a wb with sandy
loam conteining fair portions of carbonace-
ous matters, throw upon the lop of it one

thousand gallous of waler in which ten
pownds of poest OF 5002 has been dissolved

—Igi the water leach through the soil in
the tub und run out of the botiom—thes
evaporale the water (o dryness, and it will
be found that the alkali is not in the water,
but remsios in the soil. Make a similar
experiment with the soil simple, without
the carbonaceous matters, and the alkali
will be foond in the water.”

GOVERNOR'S MESBAGE.
To the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of Pennsylvania :

GenTiexen: T'he Sttes of Virginie aad
Georgia have transmitied tothe Executive
Depariment of this Commonwealith, Reso.
lutions in reference 1o the preservation of
the Union—the institution of slavery—and
complaining of certain alleged viblations of
the Constilution of the Usited States.

A respectiul courfesy to these distin-
guished members of the confederacy, dem-
ands from the Governmeot of Penosylva
nia an early and calm consideration of the
grievances thus presented. The known
character of the citimens of this Commoa-
wealth for their faithful adhereace to the
National Coustitution, their deep vegera-
tion for. and attachment to, the National
Union,and their uniform respect and regard
for the rights, privileges, and happiness of
the citisens of other Siatea of the confeds-
racy, is a sufficient pledge that they would
feel deeply wounded should their repressa-
tatives by silence and acquiescence seem
to admit, that they or their Government
were justly obmoxious 10 the assertion thet
they “had commenced, and were persist-
ing in, a system of encroachment upon the
Constitution and rights of a portion of the
peopie of this confederacy, which is alike
unjust and dangerous to the pemce and per-
petuity of the cherished Union.”

Persuaded that there exists o unkind
feeling among our citizens to any other
portion of the confederacy, and that a cor-
dial love for the Natiosal Coastitution and
Union pervades our entire population, it is

deemed a pleasant duty to tranemit those | New York, (Virginia, Georgia and Peno- | It was an infraction of the epirit of the | use of slave property to her own citizens,
resaluticps 10 your hovorabls bodies, that | sylvania being repressated 1herein,) on the | Ordinance of 1787, and was a doubtful | with a carefal regard for the rights of the
the neccssary mecsures mey be adopied, | 18th July, 1787, passed an ordinance with | exercise of constitutional power, as well as | Slave-holding States, permitied sojourners
after & candid considerstion of the whole | great unssimity, tbat Blavery, or involua- .qneiaeﬁ.ﬁbl&ylnlhﬂuinuﬁ]m.
sutject, 10 give & decided oegative 1o the | tary servitade should acver be established, [ The act of 1760 abolished Blavery, and | for six consecstive montha withia the Stata.
campleinte of vur sieter republies, if they | excopt far evime, within the thea territo- | alleged there was no human right 1o exact | The frequent evasions of this part of the

bave dose our people and Governmest in- ' ries of the confederated Btates. There is | human bondage. The Ordinanee of 1787 | statute, and the eflort made to extend sle- | pact?

Constitution of the United States.
Second, That they have done scts hos-
tile 10 the pemce and perpetuity of ihe
National Union.

Third, That they have unjustly, dange-
rously, snd injuriously ‘upon the
rights of other portions of the confederacy.

These are grave charges against the faith
and honor of thisCommonwealih,and hence
the neécessity of a careful ezamination of
their justice and truth.

Questions connected with the slavery of
the colored race,bave given origin to these

It in not necessary lo discuss the abstract
question of Slavery. If it were now 10 be
established—if the footprints of the bond-
man were now for the first time to press
the soil of our common country—il' the
Coastitution were now to be formed, it
would be our duty to enter our solemn
protest against its introduciion or recogni-
tion. We should feel a plessure in the
adoption of a different policy from thal
imposed upon us by our British progeni:
tors. Where they forged and riveted, we
would strike the chains of bondage from
human limbe.

The Coastitution of the United States,
however, having guamanteed, toa certain
extent, the existence of slavery, and recog-
nized the rights of the people of the Slave-
bolding States in their peculiar property,
all such discussions in reference to the
institution as it exists in those States are
properly preciuded by a just sense of con-
stitutiona! duty. With slavery, therefore,
in the several States, there is not mow,
and pever has been, any disposition, on
the part of the Government of Peansylvs-
mia, 10 interfere.

Let us examine how far the general
charges, made aguinst the people of the
Free Sutes, apply io our citisrss. To do
#0 with more clearnrsa, & recital of the
evente preceding and attending the forma-
tion of the Constitution,is deemed necossary
and proper.

Pennsylvania had bern o Slave-holding
Siate. Theintroduction and use of servile
labor, and the moral and political degrads-
tion of the colored race, had bern engrafled
wpoa her liberal institutions by the cupidity
of our British ancestry. While the Revo-
lution and the separation of the Colonies
from the mother cauntry were in progress,
and before the recognition ol their Indepen
dence by the Government of Great Britain,
ber Legisiature. by the act of the 1t of
March, 1780, abolished slavery within her
borders. A copy of that swtule is hereto
anpexed.

The preamble to this act, in stroag and
appreapriate luaguags ~=p - wbh
rence of that condition of civil bondage to
which the arms and tyranay of Great Bri-
tain wore exerted to reduce us ; acknowl-
edges the beneficent ageacy of the Supreme
God in our deliverance from the threaiened
dangers, and admits the great injustice and
wrong dooe io the sarvile rece, by means
whereof they had beea * deprived of the
common blessings to which they were by
nature entitled ;" and then,in commemoura-
tion of cur own happy escape from tyranaic
and despotic power, provides that il per.
sons, as well negross and mulattoes a»
others,who shall be born within this State,
from and after the dale of the said act,
shall not be deemed and considered serv-
ants for life, or sluves.

The further provisions of this humane
law relate 1o the registry of slaves—ihe
service of their children—their support
when lefl indigent—their trial for offences;
and whilst it thus declares, in most express
terms,that no man or woman,of any aation
or color, except regisieréd slaves, shall at
any time thereafier be deemed, adjudged,
or holden within the territories of this
Commonwealth as slaves, or servants for
life, but as free men, snd free women—it
mahes provision ‘r the protection of the
property of non-residents in slaves, ur ser-
vanta for life, who may be sojourners fora
period of six months. On the 39th March,
1768, another act, inlended to cure the
defects of the nct of 1st March, 1760, was
passed, and is hereto annexed.

These enactments made Pennsylvania a
non-Slavcholdiag State, and in terms of
the clearest and stromgest character warked
the determination of her people te abolish,
for ever, servile labor within her borders.
Whilst the preamble to the first act recited
and embodied the resscns for the abolition
of, and expressed her feslings in relation
10, the institation of slavery, it farnished
notice, of the most authentic kind, of her
determined resistance to ils inerease and
extension.

The Congress of the States in seasion in

bondage should mever be extapded, and
would eventually ceass to exist among a
{ree people. It was in this belief that the
citizens of Peansylvania consented to a
Constitution, whick recognised to some
extent the institution of slavery.

The Coastitution being adopted went in-
to operation on the 3d April, 1780. It
containa the following provisions, directly
or indirectly connected with the segvitude
of the colored race :

Firsi, as regards representation, it pro-
vides * That represeniatives and direct
tazes shall be apportioned among the sev-
eral Siates which may be mcluded in this
Union aceording to their respective num-
bers, which shall be determined by adding
to the whole number of free persons, (in-
cluding those bouad to service [or a term
ol years, and excluding Indians not taxed,)
three-fifths of all other persons.”

Second, * The migration or importation
of such persons as any of the States now
existing shall think proper to admit, shall
not be prohibited by Cungress prior to the
year 1808 ; but a tax or duty may be im-
posed on such importation, uot exceeding
ten dollars on each person.”

Third, * No person held to service or
labor in one State, under the laws thereof,
escaping inlo anotber, shall, in consequence
of any law or regulation therein, be dis-
charged from such scrvice or labor, but
shall be delivered up on the claim of the
party to whom such service or labor may
be due.”

The provision in the Constitution limit.
ing the slave traffic, and the act of the Na-
tional Congress, immediately preceding its
adoption, in relation 10 its pon-extension
to the territories of the Union, woald seem
to leave no doubt upon the mind, that it
was the iniention and meaning of the fra-
mers of the Constitution, 10 prevent the
extension and increase of human elavery ;
and, at an early period, to secure its enfire
abolition in the several States. The
qualified represeatation of the servile race,
and the delivery of fugitives, were conces-
sions made to the penple of the slave-hold-
ing States.

To this orgasie law, containing these
provisions, Pennsylvania gave her assent ;
and it is therefore a duty on her part o
respect, with religious fidelity, the righta
therein guarantied to other States.

That this Commonwealth has been faith-
ful in the discharge of all her federal oblh-
gations,it is belicved can be made manifest.
It is true, that her business pursuits have
been frequently interrupted ; it in true,that
her just weight in the nationul councils has
been lessened by the representation of the
wervHe race ; It I8 true, thal the representa
tion of property insiead of people, has been
felt by her citizens as anti-republican and
wrong—nevertheless she has always felt it
a duty faithfully to discharge her obligation
as a member of the National Union.

The institution of Slavery has assumed
a pew position and importance, by the
successful attempt to extend it beyond its
original limits. ln every instance of the
kind, this Commonwealth has raised her
voice in earnest protest. In the written
Constitution, to the observance of whose
provisions her faith had been pledged,there
was ‘ound no authority for its introduction
into pew and afier-acquired territory.

With the knowledge that the (ramers of
the Constitution bad taken a part in the
deliberations of the Congress of 1787, and
that the imteatioa of their Ordinance was
the preservation,from the malign influences
of Slavery, of all the territory then belong-
ing totheUnion, it was ressomable to suppose
that any acquiescence, on her part, in the
scquisition of immense regions 10 be
covered with slavery, would be given with
great reluctance. The same liberality of
sentiment that breathed in the Declaration
of the National Independence—the same
ardeat love of human freedom that concei-
ved the Ordinance of 1787—the same
hatred of human bondage that induced the
abolition of the slave-trade, it was believed
would influence and direct the opinions and
actions of those illustrious fathers who
placed these proud memorials among the
veperated archives of the Republic.

At the time of the admission of Missouri,
it is well known with what unanimity this
Government protesied against the introduc-
tion of servile labor into that fertile region.
The language of her protest is clear and
siroag ; it breathes the true feeling of her
patriotic children. To the compromise line
at that lime adopled, it is presumed, no
assenl was given oa her part. To have
done s0, would have dune violence to her

onment of her early and cherished policy.

priociples, and would have been an aband- | on the subject.

1o retain the ownership of such property

prohibited Sisvery in the territories of the
then confederation, and the reasoas for its
ensctment applied as foreibly to the West
bank of the Mississippi, 48 they did to the
North benk of the Obio. The National
Coostitution comtained nothing to authorize
the acquisition of mew territory, and the
ersction of further alave insutations. Oo
the contrary, by its provisions in reference
to the slave-traffic, and the orncurrent
events attending its formation, it appeared
to mark limits to the exteat and duration
of the institution : hence, any action enlar-
ging its boundaiies, was an unwarrantable
assumption of power. The Union of the
States was endangered by the erection of
imaginary lines, tending to engeuder and
keep alive sectional jealousies and prejudi-
ces, Pennsylvania desired no new Mason
and Dixon’s line to mark distinctive char-
acters and tastes among a homogeseous
people.

In the powars of the National Congress
in found no authority to create Blavery,
unless its introduction formed a portion of
a lreaty mcquiring lerritory, or was the
condition of a grant of lands. The spirit of
universal liberty guarded, all soil blessed
by the institutions of (reedom ; and to esta-
blish bondage, positive enactments were
necessarily required. These sentiments of
Pennsylvania remain unchanged, and if
their expression, with a perfect willingness
to submit their accuracy to the supreme
judicial tribunals of the country, were
aggressions on the rights of the citisens of
Virginie and Georgin—ifl they wers an
infraction of the National Constitution, or
tended to the dissolution of the Union—the
demonstration thereof bas not been made
manifest to our cilizens.

‘The National Goverament is admitted to
be a government of limited powers,and that
no authority can be exercised by it unless
conferred by the Coostitution. In the
Constitution is found no express authority
for the acquisition of territory by purchase
—no express suthority to admit new States
into the Confederacy, formed. from the
acquired territory—no expressed or written
power to absorb and anmex another and a
distinet soversignly ; 10 sssume its debts,
finish its unseitled warfare, or lo take
eharge of its public domain—no express
authority is given to plant the institution of
Slavery where it does not exist, and cer-
tinly nooe to guaranies (o it, in its pew
home, the unequal and anti-republican
representation (8 which it is entitled in the
original States. The practical and common
sense exposition of the Coastitution, it is
"freely conceded,would invest a government

pecessary 10 carry into effect its expressly
granted powers.

The powers of Congress over the Terri-
tories of* the Union, and the District of
Oolumbia, are embraced in the following
provisions :

First—New States may be admitted by
Congress into the Union. Congress shall
have power to disposs of, and make all

The constitutional provision befors men-
ti’néd for reclamation of fugitives lollowed
sooo sfier, and was supposed to place all
power over the subjeet in the Natiosal Leg-
islature. The act of Congress of 18th Feb-
ruary, 1793, entitied an act ‘‘respesting
fugitivés from justice and persons escaping
from the service of their masters” appeared
to confirm this opinion. It was believed,
however, that a concurrent jurigdiclion ves-
ted 1 the National and Siate Legislatures.
At the request of a number of gentlemen
of the ntighboring State of Maryland, as
ia stated in the argument in the case of
Prigg vs. Commonwealth, the act of 25th
March, 1826, was passed. Three objects
were intenided to be secured by this legisla-
tion, to wit, the delivery of fugitives from
lubor, the protection of free colored people,
and the prevention of kidnapping.

The 1st and 24 sections descride the of-
fence of kidnapping, and prescribe its pua-
ishment. The propriety and justice of its
enactments can not be questioned. The
other sections of this statute, relative to the
reclamation of fugitives from labor and rthe
powers given to the owner to retake his
property, and the obligations to aid and co-
operate with him impos-d upoa the officers
of this Cammonweslth, was of such char-
acier as ougzht to have satisfied all resson-
able and fair-dealing men of the disposition
of this Commonwealth and the acts of
Congress completely carried into effect.
While the law provided ample security for
the safe keeping of the alleged fugitive,
until the owner might have an opportunity
to obtain the proof of his former condition,
it required other proof of this fact than the
oath of the interested claimant o r his agent
orattorney. The provisions of this law
were fair and equitable, and well ealcula:
ted 10 8id the owner in the recovery of his
property ; and it is deemed a matter of sur-
prise that it was contested and annulled,
throngh the agency ol the same State
whose citizens hud precured its enactment.
The guards, in the statute, intended to pre-
serve the liberty of the free man, would by
the investization it demanded, couse some
trouble in procuring the final extradition
of the fugitiveslave. The proof of proper-
ty, by other evidence than the cath of the
claimant, was certainly demanding as lit-
tle as our Southern (rienda in justice should
bave desired, when they asked ihe aid of
official power of the C.mmonwalth to
cend from her jurisdiction ani Mrritory
humnn beings invoking the prolection und
guardianship of her laws. The Supreme

of limited powers, with all the authority,{ Court, however,decided, that the provisions

of said lnw, imposing resiraints upon the
claimant’s power to remove the alleged
fugitive, were unconstitutional. I the
restriclions imposed by the statute were
intended 10 aid the escape, or 1o prevent the
extradition of the fugitive, the accu
racy of the decision can not be doubled,
but if these guards were inserted as neces-
sary to protect the liberty of the freeman,

needlul rules and regulations respecting the
territory or other property belonging to the
United Siates ; and nothing in this Consti-
tution shall be construed ss to prejudice
any claims of the United Siates, or any
particular State.
Second—Congress has the right to ex-
ercise exclusive legislation in all cases
whatsover over such district, (nol exceed:
ing ten miles square,) s may, by cession
of particular States, and the acceptance of
Congress, become the seat of Government
of the United States.
The parts of the Constitution hereinbe-
fore detailed and mentioned below, embrace
all the provisions mecessary or essential
for our present purpose.
1. The slave represeatation in the Na-
tional Congress.
2. The non-imporiation of slaves afier
1508,
8. The extradition of fugitives from labor.
4. The authority of Congress over the
District of Columbia.
Which of these provisions of the Nation-
al Constitulion, has been encroached upon
by Pennaylvania ! There ia no part of her
history, legislative, executive, or judicial,
that shows any interference with the rights
of representation belonging to Virginia or
Georgia. No charge has been made agninst
her faithful observance of that portion of
the Coastitution in relation to the importa-
tiom, or non-importation of staves. The au
thority of Congress to establish slavery in
territories wherein it does not exist, this
State has denied,in mild and Iriendly terms;
and in submitting beretofore 10 the exercise
ofthe power when new Slave-holding States
have been admitied,no bitleroess hus mark-
ed her complaiots and prutests. The au.
thority of Congress 10 sbolish slavery in
the District of Columbia, is apparcat, un-
less the words employed conferring it, gives
less and a different power when inserted in
Couatitutions, than when used in other por-
tions of the eritten and spoken language
of the country.
The complaint in relation to the noa-de-
livery of fugitives from labor will be best
answered by a review of the laws enacied

The act of 1780, alihough it denied 1he

boorsily regarded ; is it not an set of ia-

the decision was wrong, unless it was ad-
judged that the sole authority to elaim ss
l provided in the Constitution, and also au-
thorizied him to weize and remove the indi-
vidual whom he a'leged was lLis property,
and to use for that purpose the official
power of the State, without permitting to
her the right to control and regulata the
manaer ol the procedure or to determine
the truth and justice of the alleged claim.
It established the principle that & stranger
to the soil of Pennsylvania, might enter
upon it, and by possibility inflict the deep-
est injustice upon her sovereignty by the
abduction of ker citizens on false pretences:
the supreme judicature having so decided the
question, our [nw-abiding citizens submit-
ted, but with the determination, that in the
spirit of that decision the officers of this
Commoowealth should not be made the
instruments, even by possibility, on such
slight foundativn as a claimant’s interested
demand, of enslaving free men. To pre-
vent this great possible wrong, the act of
3d March, 1847, repenling all legislation
on the subject, and forbidding the officers
of the State to take any part in the recap-
ture of such alleged fugitives, was enacted.

The constitutionsl provision, and the act
ol Congress, our State has endeavored to
carry into full effect. She has denied, and
it is hoped, ever will deny, the powsr of
Congresa to impose the performance of
duties upon her municipal and judicial offi-

oers, without her consent.

An act of Congress, providing a mode
of procuring due proof of the correctness

of the claim of the reputed owner of a fu-

gitive [rom labor, and requiring satisfac-

tory evidence frum disinterested parties of
the former condition of the persoa claimed,

would receive the sanction of our citizens,

and their co-operation in carrying it ino

effect. No enactment would satisfly the

In this recital of her Legislative history,
itis impnssible to discover wherein this
Commonwealth has been unfaithful 10 the
National Constitution.

the Constitution, have been thus faithfully

discharged ; and if every page of our his-
tory, every volume ol our lawe, demon- i i

strate, that our lederal relations have bean ;Thmw- - “-:i,?a—n perti.
justice, on the part of Virginia and Georgia, :h :...- i....a...u. vi..”' ,,:
to charge us with a wilful neglect and in- “ 1 M ~

fraction of our duties to the National com.

Is it an aggrasvorn ‘or our people,

very 1o lhnulupring;l'.-hn mathers{ in ihm :
caused the act of S%th of March, 1788. 1o proclaim that

prohibit the intreduction of slavery into
1he Territories, and 1o abolish it in the Dis-
trict of Columbia ¥

on these subjects. If it did, this Govegn- |

with power so despotic and unjust. *0 " 2
Whether it is 18

the subject of tha esclusion of s'avery from |
the Torritories, and of its abolition in. the
Dimrict of Columbis, at the prrsent time
by the National Sad, or 10 peymit
the people of the respective Terriloriee,
and the Distriet of Columbia, to set for
their own best interests and according to
their own views of pulicy and right, is no
part of our present duty (o determine.
These questithf] may well be left to the
Representatives in Congress, under the in-
structions of the people, o decide an may
scem most conductive tc the welfare of all
ssetioas of our common coustry ; but it is.
nevertheless, right and proper, and & duiy
we owe 1o the people of Pennsyivania—io
the memory of her early and Pllliﬁlil.’
statesmen—1o the reputation of the public
men of the past generation, and 1o those
now entrusied with hﬂmlﬂ.h‘!ﬂ-
in dignificd and decided terms, the insinu-
ations and charges made against her faith
and integrity.

The allegation of isfidelity 1o the Natio-
oal Unioa, is best anawered by the history
of her devotion and atiachment to this pal-
ladium of our civil and religious freedom.
The alien and sedition laws of 1he
national Congress, while they found no
sympathy in the hearts of her citizens, but
roleed their despestand deadliest opposition,
failed to provoke her people to enler iato
any arrangements for their resistance by
force, even 10 the destruction of the Union.
The extension of slaveryover portions of the
vest domains of the Lousiama purchase,
altheugh in direct opposition to her united
rage the feelings of bher people, produced
uo threats of dissolution.

Thhe prostration of her industris! pursuits,
caused by the influence of the sugmented
slave representation in the natiosal Con-
gress by the admission of Tezas, while it
deeply wounded, could mot destroy her
confidence and love for the national com-
paet.

The compromise of the revenve laws,
made lo win an erring sister 1o the duty of
obedience to the Coastitution and laws, by
which wide-spread ruin swept over her
borders, wrung from her cilisens no de-
aunciations of the federal Union.

The refesal on the part of certain Siave-
bolding Siates to deliver up, although re-
quired s0 to do by eapress provision of the
Constliution, kidnappers, whose wrong-do-
ing was agninst the very soverrignty of
the Commonwealth, furnished, in her
opinion, no valid reason for assemibling
conventions to disrupt the cunfederation of
the States.

All these acts, 20 injurious to Ler peo-
ple, might have authorized deep and loud
complainte, but ber love for the Union ren-
dered her silent, and induced the hopes that
different and more iri¥ndly couneels would
prevail. Her voice was beard caly in
kind remosstrance. No harsh complaints
ofa violated Constitution and invaded rights
were ultered, 1o wound a brother’s ear, and
wmierrupt the social and kisdred friendships
of & united people. She remembered that
we wers a common pecple—ihat a com-
mon purpose, for the advancement of hu-
man rights, had produced our &onn ection
—ihat & commotf danger bad united us in
[raternal bonds—and that a common desti-
ny awniled us. She reflected that the same
soil hnd been red with the blovd of & com-
mon ancestry, and that the same religion,
laws, institutions, habits and pursuits, gov-
erned and guided and marked our common
pathway. Relying on the justice and ira-
ternal feelings of a common country, she
:m-dlhllhrmhu and interests would

s i bt ited
and protecied. The atiachment of Penn-
sylvania te the Union during her eniire
career, has been as pure and ardent as it
was in the first hours of its existence, and
ber faith in ie stability and permanent pre-
sorvalion has mever changed. She feels
that the coment of the Union is the heart-
biood of the eatire people ; and that ia the
hands of the masses the fabrie of liberty is
placed beyond the remch of ils secret foes.
B'htnlﬁulj_ believes, that to prevent its
disruption and overthrow, in the eommon
danger, would be found side by side,as of old,
thl‘-ncl'\?u'-.' inia,Georgin, and Peansyl-
vasia, patriotically and mobly striving, in &

tional basner, and united therewith, for ev-
er and indestructible, the *-Virtue, Liberty,
and lndependence,” of Penseylvania—the
“Sie semper Tyrannis,” of Virgisia—and

In obedience 10 the cosstitutional duty,

tiom denies to them 50 right to speak freely |

i# an eviland a J
wrong, asd that at the adeption of the Coo- | stiosh ma
siitution These principles were avowsd and the seme time we offer nces of our
maintained? lo it & wrong in fhem to nﬂdnn:’lw.uf ullppun.:;
. in | to | theNational Constitution :
say that power is vested Coagress by S _ .

wards their people as citisens of a commcu
WM, F. JOHNSTON.

Harrisburg, March 22, 1850.
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Agenis in Philadeiphis— N B Palmer a5d BE'W Curr

" Lewisburg, Pa.
Wednesday Morning, March 27

p_7~As pari of the history of the times,
we lay before our readers the Message of
Gov. Johaston on the complaints made by
the States of Georgia and Virginia, against
Pennsylvasia, of encronchments upon the
Federn! Coastitution and the rights of the
South. Our Democratic readers may dis-
sent from the drift of sume portien of it,
but as &0 impornant Execulive documcnt it
is worthy sa attentive perusals
Letter from the Editor.
Nxw Bummax, March 38.

The Special Court called for the trial of
the case of Hayea vs. Gudykunst, is in
session. ‘The trial of that cause will prob-
ably occupy the whole of this week.

The Democratic County Convention me:
yesterday, and apponied Janzs K. Davis,
jr.y ol Selinsgrove; Representative Delogate
to the Willameport State Convention, with
instructions 1o support Eowanp B. Humasy,
of Schuylkill couaty, for Canal Commis-
sioner. They aleo concurred in the ap-
poiatment of Wm. P. Cooper, of Junista
county, (Editor of the Juniata Register)
as Senatorinl delegate,

The Wmocratic County Meeting called
in reference to the slavery agitation, and
the tariff, assembled in the Court House
this afterncon. | will sead you the pre-
ceedings in extenso for publication, and
therefore content myself now with a briel
sketch of the sayiugs and doings upou thie
occasion.

Masj. C. H. Shriner first touk the floor,
and sdvucated, 1 bold aud xnimated sty le,
the orthodoxy of the Jeflersonian ordinance
of 'w7, and the Resolutions of the Pun-
burg Convention of July lusi—opposed the
extension of siaver§ —commented iu struag
terma upon the extreme Southern tenden.
cies of tne meeting in the Chinese Muse-
um, Philad., un the 22d February—and,
a warm and poiskkd manver, coptrasied
the present positivn of Mr. Casey on e
Siavery question, with the prolessions be
made iu the cumpaign ol 1848.

lsauc Slenker, bog., wiloned witk »
stuleient of the ongin of the Baliimore
platiorm in 1840, and 1ts subsequent histe
ry, snd proved by a clear and coaclosive
argument that the Balimore resulution cu
Shavery did pot, and cuuld oot from its
phraseulogy, fully meet the eXigencies ot
the inws, und the issues which have since
been raised upon this subject, and he tho't
a demucratic Nativaal Convention if one
wers now assembled would mot adopt o
without essential modification. He tho't
the resolution of the Pitisburg Convention
in July last, smbodied sound and reliable
principles very happily expressed—that 1t
hud carried the party salely through to a
triumphant victory ai the last election, and
said thal be would stand firmly by the fu-
ture platforms of the democratic party
when established by ite nuthorized deleguies
in Siate and Nanonal Conventions, yei
until other and better standards of political
faith were thus laid down, he would adhere
1o the doctrines of the Pittsburg conventivn
as right in principle, and an authorized
exposition of the sentiments of the democ-
racy of Peamsylvania. He next referred
o the extradition of fugitive slaves, and
said that under the decision of the Suprems
Court of the United Sustes, he thought the
Pa. act of 1847 was right, and that slave
vwaers could properly invoke ouly the aid
ol the U, 8. Courts and the assistance of
the U. 8. Marshuls and their deputies tc
recapture * fugitives from service™—but he
'.:nl of opinicn llul:' laws i ing severe
peoalucs should be passed by Congress,
and enforeed, to punish al! per:ona who in-
terfare with the proper officers or their as-
sistants in the recapture of runawaye He
also said that Mr. Casey had sbandoned
the ground he stood on in ’48, and had
_:l;:gtl great ways oato the democrat-

m, In o ition
mw ppos to which he had

nfl-qflll Snyder made a foew remarks
ﬂyl‘&lhmd&*ﬂnmﬂhﬂ-
Ty in the terrilories, and vindicating Mr.
C.}:nn, Mr.
. C. Hickok replied briefly, dissenti

from the movel doctrines n’th s:.-.':;
question Inuckd lstely by Mr. Calboun,
end sanctioned in whole or in part by other
s""""‘ll'li-"llll'!._ and endoreed by some
small portion of the North.

R. B. Barber E.' denounced i severe

citizens of Pennsylvaaia, that failed 1o re- common purpose, to plant on a higher, se- | 9#me the abolitionists of New York
- - 2 d
quire strict proof of the right of the maser. | fer, holier, and more stable basis the Na | New England and their coadjutors i';':"

hia who were petitioni by
o RS o
i.:."‘:'ﬂ:!:;m.auyild-

iherence cempromises of e
Cﬂm + and urged the immediate aé-

If the obligations impossed upon us by | the “Wisdom, Justice, aad Moderation™ of | mission ol California into the Union.
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